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January 12, 2023 

Boards of Directors 
Newhall Ranch Sanitation District 
    of Los Angeles County 

Directors: 

 The enclosed consolidated agenda includes the following items for the adjourned regular meeting of 
the Boards of Directors of Newhall Ranch Sanitation District meeting Tuesday, January 31, 2023. 

1. AB 361 Resolution. (5) Acting on behalf of the Governing body of the County, and on behalf 
of entities for which the Board members serve as governing members (Governing Members), and for 
commissions, task forces, etc., which were, or are, created either by the Board or Governing Members or 
at their direction, and are subject to the Brown Act: find in accordance with Assembly Bill (AB) 361 Section 
3(e)(3), California Government Code Section 54953(e)(3) that the Board has reconsidered the 
circumstances of the State of Emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic and that the State of Emergency 
remains active and that local officials continue to recommend measures to promote social distancing; and 
instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to place on the meeting agendas for the Board and the agendas 
for those entities for which the Board members sit as the Governing Members, not more than 30 calendar 
days after these findings are adopted, an agenda item entitled “Findings to Continue Teleconference 
Meetings under AB361 and Related Actions,” and include these same findings for adoption, and continue 
to do so not more than 30 calendar days after each time these findings are adopted until instructed to cease 
doing so. 
2. Revised Annexation Fee Ordinance. (5) Properties outside the jurisdictional boundary of the 
District must be annexed to the District before sewerage service can be provided.  The cost of processing 
the annexation application is borne by the applicant pursuant to the District’s existing Master Annexation 
Fee Ordinance and Annexation Fee Rate Ordinance (Existing Ordinances), both adopted in 2007, according 
to a tiered acreage-based approach.  However, this method results in inequities in certain circumstances.  
Furthermore, the cost to process an annexation application does not vary significantly between a large or 
small property.  The proposed ordinance, which is attached, supersedes the Existing Ordinances and 
establishes a flat fee of $2,000 per annexation application, which is more equitable and representative of 
the actual cost to process each annexation.  In October 2022, the Personnel Committee, comprised of the 
Chairs of all active Districts, unanimously endorsed the proposed ordinance; and in December 2022, the 
proposed ordinance was introduced to the Board.  This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding 
Principles of commitment to continual improvement; and commitment to fiscal responsibility and prudent 
financial stewardship. 

 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Robert C. Ferrante 
 

RCF:drs 
Enclosures 
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Notice and Agenda 
ADJOURNED 
REGULAR MEETING — BOARD OF DIRECTORS — NEWHALL RANCH SANITATION DISTRICT 

       

 To be held in the HEARING ROOM 
    OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
   Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, Los Angeles, California 

In Response to concerns about the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19), and in accordance  
with the provisions of California Government Code Section 54953(e), Directors will attend these  

meetings via teleconference. You may find further information at:  
http://bos.lacounty.gov/Board-Meeting/Board-Agendas 

TUESDAY January 31, 2023  At 9:30 A.M. 
BARGER HORVATH HAHN  MITCHELL SOLIS  
   (Chairperson) 
1. Recommendation: Approve Resolution of continuing to ensure the safety of members of the public and employees 

while guaranteeing the public’s right to attend and participate in meetings of local legislative bodies and making 
necessary findings for continued teleconferenced meetings (5) 

2. Recommendation: Re: Revised Annexation Fee Ordinance (5) 
(a) Hold Public Hearing 
(b) Adopt An Ordinance Prescribing Fees for the Annexation of Territory to Newhall Ranch Sanitation District of 

Los Angeles County and Find that Adoption of Ordinance is Exempt from California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Under Section 15273 of State Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bos.lacounty.gov/Board-Meeting/Board-Agendas
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RESOLUTION FOR CONTINUING TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF MEMBERS 
OF THE PUBLIC AND EMPLOYEES WHILE GUARANTEEING 

THE PUBLIC'S RIGHT TO ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE IN MEETINGS OF LOCAL 
LEGISLATIVE BODIES AND MAKING NECESSARY FINDINGS 

FOR CONTINUED TELECONFERENCED MEETINGS 

As stated at the Board of Supervisors' September 28, 2021 meeting, we must ensure that the public's right 
to attend and participate in local legislative body meetings is exercised under conditions that ensure 
attendees' and employees' safety. Our Legislature passed AB 361 to enhance public access to local 
legislative body meetings during the COVID-19 pandemic and future applicable emergencies. 

Under AB 361, to continue to meet via teleconferencing, the local legislative body must adopt, by a majority 
vote, specific findings within 30 days of the first use of the teleconferencing meeting rules after October 1, 
2021, and within every 30 days thereafter. 

It is imperative that we take the necessary actions to ensure the public's right to attend and participate in 
local legislative body meetings is not put at risk and to safeguard the safety of members of the public and 
employees of local legislative bodies, in alignment with our Health Officer's recommendations to reduce 
crowding indoors and to support physical distancing. 

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors (Board), acting on its behalf, and on behalf of 
entities for which the Board members serve as governing members (Governing Members), and for 
commissions, task forces, etc., which were or are created either by the Board or Governing Members or at 
their direction and are subject to the Brown Act: 1. Find, in accordance with AB 361 Section 3(e)(3), 
California Government Code section 54953(e)(3), that the Board has reconsidered the circumstances of the 
State of Emergency due to the COVID-19 pandemic and that the State of Emergency remains active; 2. 
Find, in accordance with AB 361 Section 3(e)(3), California Government Code section 54953(e)(3), that 
local officials continue to recommend measures to promote social distancing; and 3. Instruct the Executive 
Office to place on the meeting agendas for the Board and the agendas for those entities for which the Board 
members sit as the Governing Members not more than 30 calendar days after these findings are adopted an 
agenda item entitled "Findings to Continue Teleconference Meetings under AB 361 and Related Actions," 
and include these same findings for adoption; and instruct the Executive Office to continue to do so not 
more than 30 calendar days after each time these findings are adopted until instructed to cease doing so. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Newhall Ranch Sanitation District of Los 
Angeles County this 31st day of January 2023 by the following vote: 

 AYES:   

 NOES:   

 ABSENT:   

 ABSTAIN:   

 
 
       __________________________________ 
        Ms. Janice Hahn  

     Chairperson 
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AN ORDINANCE PRESCRIBING FEES FOR THE ANNEXATION OF TERRITORY TO 
NEWHALL RANCH SANITATION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY 

 
 
 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NEWHALL RANCH SANITATION DISTRICT OF LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 

PART I -- GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Section 1.01  –  Short Title 
Section 1.02  –  Purpose 
Section 1.03  –  Authority 
Section 1.04  –  Administration 

Section 1.05  –  Validity 
Section 1.06  –   Supersession 

Section 1.07  –  Effective Date 
 
 
PART II -- DEFINITIONS 

 

Section 2.01  –  Act 
 

Section 2.02  –  Agency Fees 
Section 2.03  –   Annexation Fee 
Section 2.04  –  Board of Directors 

Section 2.05  –  Chief Engineer 
 

Section 2.06  –  Contiguous Parcel Area 
 

Section 2.07  –  District 
 

Section 2.08  –  District Fee 
 

Section 2.09  –  LAFCO 
 

Section 2.10  –  Parcel 
Section 2.11  –  SBE 

 
 

PART III  -- ANNEXATION FEE 
 

Section 3.01  –  Imposition of Annexation Fee 
 

Section 3.02  –  Amount of Annexation Fee 
 

Section 3.03  –  Adjustment of District Fee 
 

Section 3.04  –  Disposition of Annexation Fee 
 

Section 3.05  –  Additional Parcels 
 

Section 3.06  –  Refund of Fees 
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PART IV -- TERMINATION OF APPLICATION 

 

Section 4.01  –  Termination 
 

 
PART V -- PAYMENT 

 

Section 5.01  –  Payment of Annexation Fee 
 

Section 5.02  –  Determination of Final Annexation Fee 
 

Section 5.03  –  Administrative Charges 
Section 5.04  –  Manner of Payment 

 
 
  

PART I  --  GENERAL PROVISIONS 
 
 
SECTION 1.01 – SHORT TITLE 
 
This Ordinance shall be known as the Annexation Fee Ordinance of Newhall Ranch Sanitation 
District of Los Angeles County. 
 
SECTION 1.02 – PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to recover the District’s cost of furnishing administrative services 
for the annexation of territory to the District, and to provide for the collection and transfer of 
annexation fees imposed by other agencies. 
 
SECTION 1.03 – AUTHORITY 
 
The District is empowered to prescribe, revise, and collect fees, tolls, rates, rentals, or other 
charges for services and facilities furnished by it in connection with its sewerage system pursuant 
to California Health & Safety Code §5471. 
 
SECTION 1.04 – ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Chief Engineer shall administer, implement, and enforce the provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
SECTION 1.05 – VALIDITY 

If any court holds any part, section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
Ordinance to be invalid or unconstitutional for any reason, that decision does not affect the validity 
or constitutionality of the remainder of this Ordinance.  The Board of Directors declares that it 
would have adopted each provision of this Ordinance irrespective of the validity of any other 
provision. 
 
SECTION 1.06 – SUPERSESSION 
 
This Ordinance shall supersede the Master Annexation Fee Ordinance of Newhall Ranch 
Sanitation District of Los Angeles County and the Annexation Fee Rate Ordinance of Newhall 
Ranch Sanitation District of Los Angeles County, both adopted on December 10, 2019, with 
respect to any rights, duties or privileges arising after the effective date of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 1.07 – EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Ordinance shall become effective thirty days after its adoption. 
 
 
 

PART II  --  DEFINITIONS 
 
 
This Ordinance shall be construed according to the following definitions: 
 
SECTION 2.01 – ACT 
 
Act shall mean the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act of 2000 
(California Government Code §§56000 et seq.) and as thereafter amended. 
 
SECTION 2.02 – AGENCY FEES 
 
Agency Fees shall mean fees and charges imposed by LAFCO pursuant to California Government 
Code §56383, by the SBE pursuant to California Government Code § 54902.5, and any other fees 
and charges imposed by other public agencies that the Chief Engineer may from time to time 
determine are necessary or convenient for the District to collect in connection with annexation 
applications. 
 
SECTION 2.03 – ANNEXATION FEE 
 
Annexation Fee shall mean the sum of the District Fee and Agency Fees. 
 
SECTION 2.04 – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Board of Directors shall mean the Board of Directors of Newhall Ranch Sanitation District of Los 
Angeles County. 
 
SECTION 2.05 – CHIEF ENGINEER 
 
Chief Engineer shall mean the Chief Engineer and General Manager of Newhall Ranch 
Sanitation District of Los Angeles County or his/her designee. 
 
SECTION 2.06 – CONTIGUOUS PARCEL AREA 
 
Contiguous parcel area shall mean “single area” of contiguous parcels, as that term is used by the 
SBE in calculating fees. 
 
SECTION 2.07 – DISTRICT 
 
District shall mean Newhall Ranch Sanitation District of Los Angeles County. 
 
SECTION 2.08 – DISTRICT FEE 
 
District Fee shall mean that portion of the Annexation Fee imposed by the District pursuant to 
Government Code §66014 to recover the District’s cost of furnishing administrative services for the 
annexation of territory to the District. 
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SECTION 2.09 – LAFCO 
 
LAFCO shall mean the Local Agency Formation Commission of Los Angeles County or any 
successor agency thereto. 
 
SECTION 2.10 – PARCEL 
 
Parcel shall mean any area of land contained within a single legal description and as shown on 
maps prepared and filed by the Assessor’s Office of the county in which the land is located. 
 
SECTION 2.11 – SBE 
 
SBE shall mean the State Board of Equalization or any successor agency thereto. 
 
 
 

PART III  --  ANNEXATION FEE 
 
 
SECTION 3.01 – IMPOSITION OF ANNEXATION FEE 
 
The applicant requesting or petitioning for annexation to the District shall pay an Annexation Fee.  
The application for annexation may be for more than one parcel, subject to Section 3.05. 
 
SECTION 3.02 – AMOUNT OF ANNEXATION FEE 
 

(1) The Annexation Fee shall be the sum of the District Fee and any Agency Fees not directly 
paid to LAFCO by the applicant. 
 

(2) The District Fee shall be $2,000 per single application for annexation to the District, 
regardless of the number of parcels in the application or if the parcels are contiguous. 
 

(3) Agency Fees shall be determined in accordance with the procedures established by LAFCO, 
SBE, and any other local or state agency imposing a charge to complete the annexation. 
 

(4) The portion of the Annexation Fee attributable to a given parcel that is part of a single 
application involving multiple parcels shall be equal to the sum of: 
 
(a) the District Fee divided by the number of parcels in the application; and  

 
(b) the LAFCO fee multiplied by the ratio of the acreage of the parcel to the total acreage of 

all of the parcels included in the application; and 
 

(c) the SBE fee for the contiguous parcel area in which the parcel is located, multiplied by 
the ratio of the acreage of the parcel to the total acreage of the contiguous parcel area. 
 

SECTION 3.03 – ADJUSTMENT OF DISTRICT FEE 
 
The Chief Engineer may periodically review the amount of the District Fee and adjust it as 
necessary to recover the District’s cost of furnishing administrative services for the annexation of 
territory to the District.  Any adjustment in the District Fee shall be prescribed in a new Annexation 
Fee Ordinance that shall be adopted by the Board of Directors and supersede this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 3.04 – DISPOSITION OF ANNEXATION FEE 
 
The portion of the Annexation Fee payment attributable to the District Fee shall be deposited into 
the District’s Operating Fund.  Following the Board of Directors’ approval of the resolution of making 
application to LAFCO, the portion of the Annexation Fee payment attributable to any Agency Fees 
shall be submitted to LAFCO together with the application for annexation. 
 
SECTION 3.05 – ADDITIONAL PARCELS 
 
Additional parcels may be added to an existing annexation application if (a) the additional parcel is 
with 0.5 miles of any of the parcels included in the existing annexation application, and (b) tax 
sharing resolutions have not been submitted to other agencies. 
 
SECTION 3.06 – REFUND OF FEES 
 

(1) In the event that an annexation application is terminated pursuant to the terms of 
Section 4.01, the Chief Engineer shall estimate the costs of District services provided prior 
to the date of termination and refund any excess portion of the Annexation Fee payment 
attributable to the District Fee.  The District is not responsible for determining or refunding 
any excess portion of the Annexation Fee payment attributable to the Agency Fees. 
 

(2) In the event that the Annexation Fee payment is in excess of the final Annexation Fee due 
pursuant to Section 5.02, the Chief Engineer shall refund the difference to the owner of the 
affected parcel(s). 
 

(3) Refunds shall be issued to the parcel owner(s) of record at the time the refund is paid. 
 

(4) Annexation Fee payments shall not accrue interest during the time the District is processing 
the annexation application or determining the amount of any refund. 

 
 

PART IV  --  TERMINATION OF APPLICATION 
 
 
SECTION 4.01 – TERMINATION 
 
An application for annexation shall be terminated if: 

 
(1) The annexation proceedings are not complete in accordance with the provisions of the Act 

within five years of submitting the initial application, or 
 

(2) The applicant withdraws the application. 
 
 
 

PART V  --  PAYMENT 
 
 
SECTION 5.01 – PAYMENT OF ANNEXATION FEE 
 
The Annexation Fee is due and payable at the time a request for annexation is made to the District.  
The Annexation Fee shall be paid to the District either:  
 

(1) in person at the Joint Administration Office of the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, 
located at 1955 Workman Mill Road, Whittier, California 90601, or 
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(2) by mailing the payment to the Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts, Attn: Annexations 

Program, P.O. Box 4998, Whittier, California 90607, or 
 

(3) electronically through the District’s online payment portal. 
 
SECTION 5.02 – DETERMINATION OF FINAL ANNEXATION FEE 
 

(1) For annexations in which the owner of a parcel has requested that the District adopt a 
resolution of application pursuant to Part 3, Chapter 1 of the Act, the Chief Engineer shall 
recalculate the Annexation Fee at the time the Board of Directors considers the resolution 
of making application to LAFCO.  The final Annexation Fee shall be the sum of the District 
Fee plus the Agency Fees based on the total acreage of each parcel in the application, as 
determined by the Chief Engineer, and calculated pursuant to Section 3.02 using the 
Agency Fees in effect as of the date the request is considered by the Board of Directors. 
 
If the final Annexation Fee is greater than the Annexation Fee paid at the time of 
application, the owner of each parcel seeking annexation shall pay the difference before 
the Board of Directors considers the resolution of making application to LAFCO. 
 
If the final Annexation Fee is less than the Annexation Fee paid at the time of application, 
the District shall refund the difference to the owner of each parcel pursuant to Section 
3.06. 
 

(2) For annexations in which the owner of each parcel has directly petitioned LAFCO pursuant 
to Part 3, Chapter 2 of the Act and LAFCO has requested the District’s assistance in 
preparing the necessary application, the Chief Engineer shall calculate the final 
Annexation Fee at the time LAFCO makes its request.  The final Annexation Fee shall be 
the sum of the District Fee plus the Agency Fees based on the total acreage of each parcel 
in the application, as determined by the Chief Engineer, and calculated pursuant to 
Section 3.02 using the Agency Fees in effect when LAFCO made its request.  The owner 
of each parcel shall pay this amount before the District commences work on the 
application. 

 
SECTION 5.03 – ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES 
 

The Chief Engineer shall add an administrative charge to the Annexation Fee in the event a check 
tendered for payment is not honored.  The Chief Engineer shall establish the amount of the charge 
to reflect the District’s added cost in processing dishonored checks, up to the maximum amount 
allowed by law, and may adjust it from time to time as required to continue to reflect the District’s 
added cost. 
 
SECTION 5.04 – MANNER OF PAYMENT 
 

The Chief Engineer shall determine the manner in which the Annexation Fee may be paid.  If a 
manner of payment requires the District to pay a transaction fee, the parcel owner shall pay the 
transaction fee to the District as an additional charge. 
 
 
 

[signature page follows] 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Clerk, Board of Directors 
Newhall Ranch Sanitation District 
  of Los Angeles County 

 

 
_______________________________________ 
 Chairperson, Board of Directors 
 Newhall Ranch Sanitation District 
  of Los Angeles County 
 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of Newhall Ranch Sanitation District of 

Los Angeles County on _______________________ by the following vote: 
 
       AYES: 
 
      NOES: 
 
 ABSTAIN: 
 
  ABSENT: 
 
 

_______________________________________
Secretary, Board of Directors 
Newhall Ranch Sanitation District 
of Los Angeles County 
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