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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 20 
HELD AT THE ANTELOPE VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

February 12, 2026 
11:30 o’clock, A.M. 

The Board of Directors of County Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County met in regular 
session. 

There were 
present: 

Eric Ohlsen, Director from Palmdale  
Richard Loa, Alternate Director from Palmdale 

Absent: Hilda Solis, Director from Los Angeles County 

Also present: Kimberly S. Christensen, Secretary to the Board 
Robert Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager 
Robert Kwong, District Counsel 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and unanimously carried, Director Ohlsen was elected 
Chairperson pro tem. 

The Chairperson pro tem opened the meeting and welcomed Directors, staff, and the public; and lead 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  

The Chairperson pro tem announced this was the time for 
any questions or comments by members of the public. 

There were no public comments or questions to address to Board on any matters.  

A certificate from the City Clerk of the City of Palmdale 
was presented to the Secretary stating that at a meeting 
of the City Council held January 13, 2026, Mr. Eric 

Ohlsen was elected Mayor of the City of Palmdale, which is the designation of the presiding officer of the 
governing body of that city and automatically places Mr. Ohlsen on this Board. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the certificate was accepted and 
ordered filed. 

A copy of an action taken by the City Council of the City 
of Palmdale at a meeting held January 13, 2026, was 
presented to the Secretary stating that Mr. Austin 

Bishop, a member of the City Council of the City of Palmdale, was appointed to serve as second Director from 
the city. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the action was accepted and 
ordered filed. 

A copy of an action taken by the City Council of the City 
of Palmdale at a meeting held January 13, 2026, was 
presented to the Secretary stating that Mr. Richard Loa, 

a member of the City Council of the City of Palmdale, was appointed to serve as alternate Director from the city. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the action was accepted and 
ordered filed. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting 

held January 8, 2026, were approved. There was a typographical error listing the incorrect date of meeting minutes. 

The following expenses for the month of November 2025, 
were presented and upon motion of Director Loa, duly 

seconded and unanimously carried, were approved: 

RE:  PUBLIC COMMENT 

RE:  DIRECTOR FROM 
CITY OF PALMDALE 

RE:  SECOND DIRECTOR  
FROM CITY OF PALMDALE 

RE:  ALTERNATE DIRECTOR  
FROM CITY OF PALMDALE 

RE:  MINUTES 

RE:  DISTRICT EXPENSES  
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Local District Expenses: 
 Operations & Maintenance $1,014,389 
 Capital  801,098 
 Legal  126 
Allocated Expenses: 
 Joint Administration    107,771 
 Technical Support  102,460 
 Legal          3,708 
Total Expenses  $2,029,552  
 

The Districts’ Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR) for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2025, which 
includes the annual audit required by state and federal 
laws, has been previously distributed to the Directors. 

This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding Principles of commitment to fiscal responsibility and prudent 
financial stewardship; and to protect financial and facility assets through prudent investment and maintenance 
programs. A recommendation was made to receive and order filed the ACFR for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. 

In response to Directors Ohlson and Loa, the Chief Engineer and General Manager advised that District 
No. 20 bond rating is AA-/A+ and has a 90.7 percent pension funding and the reason this District has a lower bond 
rating than District No. 14 is because it has lower reserves and required a rate increase. The bond rating will be 
reassessed next year in hopes to raise the rating. He further advised that the District is in good financial shape and 
there are sufficient funds to make required repairs at the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant.  He stated that staff 
will give a presentation next month regarding the total debt, interest, and total reserves for this District based on 
current financial projections. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the Board of Directors received 
and ordered filed the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report for fiscal year ending June 30, 2025. 

The District 20 Trunk Sewers Group 3 Rehabilitation 
(Project) will consist of the rehabilitation of 
approximately 26,705 feet of existing 10-inch to 
30-inch-diameter corroded concrete pipe and 
appurtenant structures that were constructed in the 
1950s. The work is located within the City of Palmdale 
and unincorporated Los Angeles County, as was shown 

on the maps attached to the agenda. The bid summary/recommendation to award was attached to the agenda. 
Staff has determined that the Project is exempt or otherwise not subject to the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21080(b)(4) and Title 
14 of the California Code of Regulations (“CEQA Guidelines”) Section 15301. This item is consistent with the 
Districts’ Guiding Principles to protect financial and facility assets through prudent investment and maintenance 
programs; and commitment to operational excellence (protection of public health and the environment, 
regulatory compliance, and cost effectiveness).  The bids received at the District’s office on December 4, 2025, 
for construction of the Project are as follows: 

• BIDDER TOTAL BID 
  
• Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp.  $3,926,613.00 
• Vortex Services, LLC dba Sancon Technologies $4,053,782.00 
• Insituform Technologies, LLC $4,273,334.00 

   
The bid of Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. was the lowest bid received and that Southwest 

Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. was the lowest, regular, responsible bidder for the work, and a recommendation 
was made to award a contract to Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. at the unit prices and lump sums stated 
in its bid, amounting to approximately $3,926,613. Furthermore, a recommendation was made to order staff to 
review the insurance and surety bonds for performance and payment and, if sufficient, order the Secretary to 
execute the contract with Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. for construction of the Project. 

In response to the Directors, the Chief Engineer and General Manager clarified that the bid incorporates 
five pipe sections across multiple locations to optimize project costs. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and unanimously carried, Contract No. 5787 for 
construction of the District 20 Trunk Sewers Group 3 Rehabilitation was awarded to the sole bidder/lowest, 

RE: FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT 
ANNUAL COMPREHENSIVE FINANCIAL 
REPORT - RECEIVE AND ORDER FILED  

RE:  WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT 20 TRUNK SEWERS GROUP 3 
REHABILITATION - AWARD CONTRACT  
NO. 5787 TO SOUTHWEST PIPELINE AND 
TRENCHLESS CORP. - ORDER SECRETARY 
TO EXECUTE  
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regular, responsible bidder, to wit: Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. at the unit prices and lump sums 
stated in its bid amounting to approximately $3,926,613. Furthermore, the Board of Directors of County 
Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County ordered the staff to review the insurance and surety bonds for 
performance and payment and, if sufficient, ordered the Secretary to execute the contract with Southwest 
Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. for construction of the Project.  

The Chief Engineer and General Manager reported on the 
outreach efforts of the Antelope Valley Poppy Festival 
scheduled for April 17-19, 2026. 

The meeting was adjourned by the Chairperson pro tem at 12:06 p.m. 

 ERIC OHLSEN 
 Chairperson pro tem 

ATTEST: 

KIMBERLY S. CHRISTENSEN 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
/ee 

RE: STATUS REPORT/DIRECTOR COMMENTS  
ITEMS NOT LISTED ON AGENDA 


