
 
DOC 7677816 

District No. 20; Book 9; January 8, 2026; RM; Page 1 of 2 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 20 
HELD AT THE ANTELOPE VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

January 8, 2026 
11:30 o’clock, A.M. 

The Board of Directors of County Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County met in regular 
session. 

There were 
present: 

Eric Ohlsen, Director from Palmdale  
Laura Bettencourt, Director from Palmdale 
Kathryn Barger, Chairperson, Director from Los Angeles County 

Absent: None 

Also present: Kimberly S. Christensen, Secretary to the Board 
Robert Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager 
Robert Kwong, District Counsel 

The Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed Directors, staff, and the public; and lead the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  

The Chairperson announced this was the time for any 
questions or comments by members of the public. There 

were no public comments or questions to address to Board on any matters.  

Upon motion of Director Ohlsen, duly seconded and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting 

held December 11, 2025, were approved. 

The following expenses for the month of October 2025, 
were presented and upon motion of Director Ohlsen, duly 

seconded and unanimously carried, were approved: 

Local District Expenses: 
 Operations & Maintenance $1,041,623 
 Capital  239,565 
 Legal  905 
Allocated Expenses: 
 Joint Administration    122,064 
 Technical Support  146,763 
 Legal         19,047 
Total Expenses  $1,569,967  
 

The District owns and maintains three sewers that cross 
through the City of Los Angeles’ (City) Los Angeles 
World Airports (LAWA) property.  Two of these sewers 
were constructed in 1957, prior to the City’s purchase of 
the property, and the District was not granted easements 
at the time of the City’s purchase. The District obtained 
a license agreement for the third sewer in 2004, which 

has now expired. The District plans to rehabilitate two of the sewers, and a temporary laydown area in LAWA 
property is needed to accommodate the work.  The proposed Lease Between The City of Los Angeles and County 
Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County at Palmdale Landholdings (Lease) provides the District rights 
to continue operating and maintaining all three sewers in LAWA property for a period of 30 years; requires 
payment of approximately $5,600 per year in rent, adjusted annually for inflation; and provides the District 
temporary rights to facilitate the planned sewer rehabilitation work for a one-time payment of $547. Staff has 
determined that approval of the Lease does not constitute a “Project” under the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21065 and Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations (“CEQA Guidelines”) Section 15378. This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding Principle 
to protect financial and facility assets through prudent investment and maintenance programs. A 
recommendation was made to approve and order executed a Lease the City.   
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Upon motion of Director Ohlsen, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the Board of Directors of 
County Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County found and determined that it would be to the advantage 
of the District to enter into a Lease Between The City of Los Angeles and County Sanitation District No. 20 of 
Los Angeles County at Palmdale Landholdings with the City of Los Angeles providing for District rights to 
continue operating and maintaining all three sewers in LAWA property for a period of 30 years; requires 
payment of approximately $5,600 per year in rent, adjusted annually for inflation; and provides the District 
temporary rights to facilitate the planned sewer rehabilitation work for a one-time payment of $547, as set forth 
in the Lease and under terms and conditions contained therein.  All the terms and conditions of the Lease Between 
The City of Los Angeles and County Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County at Palmdale Landholdings, 
Contract No. 5778, dated January 8, 2026, were accepted and approved, and the Chairperson and Secretary were 
authorized to execute the Lease on behalf of the District. 

The Chief Engineer and General Manager gave an update 
on the recent storms in Antelope Valley.  He stated that 
there were no issues at the Palmdale Water Reclamation 

Plant.  The Lancaster Water Reclamation Plant normally receives 16 million gallons per day, and during this 
storm, it received 33 million gallons on Christmas Eve. District staff has been working with city and county staff 
throughout our service area to reduce infiltration and inflow of stormwater in target areas. 

Upon motion of Director Ohlsen, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the meeting was adjourned 
at 11:40 a.m. 

KATHRYN BARGER 
 Chairperson  
ATTEST: 

KIMBERLY S. CHRISTENSEN 
Secretary 
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