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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 4 
HELD AT THE OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT; AT 

THE BEVERLY HILLS CITY HALL; AND 
AT THE WEST HOLLYWOOD CITY HALL 

VIA TELECONFERENCE 

November 10, 2025 
1:30 o’clock, P.M. 

The Board of Directors of County Sanitation District No. 4 of Los Angeles County met in regular session 
both in person and via teleconference.  

There were 
present: 

Mary Wells, Alternate Director from Beverly Hills, via teleconference at Beverly Hills City Hall 
Chelsea Byers, Director from West Hollywood, via teleconference at West Hollywood City Hall 

Absent: Tim McOsker, Chairperson, Director from Los Angeles City 

Also present: Kimberly S. Christensen, Secretary to the Board 
Robert Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager 
Jessica Lienau, District Counsel 

Upon motion of Director Wells, duly seconded and unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, 
Director Byers was elected Chairperson pro tem. 

The Chairperson pro tem announced this was the time for 
any questions or comments by members of the public. 

There were no public comments or questions to address the Board on any matters. 

Upon motion of Director Wells, duly seconded and 
unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, the minutes of 

the regular meeting held September 10, 2025, were approved.  

The following expenses for the months of July, August, 
and September 2025, were presented and upon motion of 

Director Wells, duly seconded and unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, were approved: 

Local District Expenses: 
 Operations & Maintenance  $29,249 
 Capital  22,116 
Allocated Expenses:  
 Joint Administration    1,847 
 Technical Support      1,742 
Total Expenses  $54,954 

 
An announcement was made that today the Board would 
hold a public hearing, and the proposed rate increases 
associated with the industrial wastewater surcharge was 
presented. A letter describing the recommended Board 
action, together with a copy of the proposed Industrial 

Wastewater Surcharge Rate Ordinance, accompanied the agenda. Due to high levels of reserves, which can be 
used to offset expenses and reduce the cost to ratepayers, the Board previously adopted a reduced service charge 
rate, effective July 1, 2025. Although the service charge rate component of the Industrial Wastewater Surcharge 
Rates was reduced, the combined total rate reflects an increase in the overhead costs, which have not been 
adjusted since July 1, 2000. As a result, an increase in the overall Industrial Wastewater Surcharge Rates is 
proposed, effective July 1, 2026. This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding Principles of commitment 
to fiscal responsibility and prudent financial stewardship; and to plan for both short-term and long-term needs 
to minimize the need for significant rate increases.  

The Chairperson opened a public hearing scheduled at this time and place on the industrial wastewater 
surcharge rates for County Sanitation District No. 4 of Los Angeles County. In response to the Chairperson’s 
question, the Secretary reported that the District has received no protests, correspondence, or telephone calls on 
the industrial wastewater surcharge rates. 
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The Chairperson announced this was the time for any questions or comments by members of the public.   

There being none, the Chairperson closed the public hearing.  

The proposed An Ordinance Prescribing Industrial 
Wastewater Surcharge Rates for County Sanitation 
District No. 4 of Los Angeles County (Ordinance) was 
presented for adoption. In connection with the adoption 
of the Ordinance, the Board may adopt written findings 

in support of the exemption from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) in the record of proceedings. 

A recommendation was made that the Ordinance be adopted, and that the Board make the finding that 
adoption of the Ordinance is exempt from CEQA under Section 15273 of the State Guidelines for 
implementation of CEQA. 

Upon motion of Director Wells, duly seconded and unanimously carried by the following roll-call vote: 

 AYES:  Directors Wells and Byers 

 NOES: None 

 ABSENT: Director McOsker 

 ABSTAIN: None 

An Ordinance Prescribing Industrial Wastewater Surcharge Rates for County Sanitation District No. 4 
of Los Angeles County was adopted.  Furthermore, the Board found that the adoption of the Ordinance is exempt 
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under Section 15273 of State Guidelines for Implementation 
of CEQA on the basis that CEQA does apply to the modification of rates or other charges which are for the purpose 
of meeting operating expenses, purchasing equipment, and funding capital projects necessary to maintain services 
within existing service areas; and that the proposed rate increases are for the purpose of (1) meeting operating 
expenses, including employee wage rates and fringe benefits, (2) purchasing or leasing supplies, equipment, or 
materials, (3) meeting financial reserve needs and requirements, or (4) obtaining funds for capital projects necessary 
to maintain service within existing service areas, as reported to the Board of Directors by the Chief Engineer and 
General Manager and as reflected in the official minutes of the District on file at the office of the District. 

The meeting was adjourned by the Chairperson pro tem at 1:53 p,m, 

CHELSEA BYERS 
ATTEST:      Chairperson pro tem 

KIMBERLY S. CHRISTENSEN 
Secretary 
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