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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 20 
HELD AT THE ANTELOPE VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

AND AT THE KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION 
VIA TELECONFERENCE 

October 6, 2025 
9:00 o’clock, A.M. 

Pursuant to the call of the Chairperson and upon written notice of the Secretary setting the time and place of 
a special meeting and mailed to each Director at least 24 hours before the meeting, a special meeting of the County 
Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County was held both in person and via teleconference at the Antelope 
Valley Transit Authority, 42210 6th Street West, Lancaster, California and at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of 
Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Room 864, Los Angeles, California on July 7, 2025, at 9:00 a.m., for the 
purpose of: 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Public Comment 
3. Receive and Order Filed Certificate of Ms. Laura Bettencourt, Presiding Officer of the City of 

Palmdale 
4. Approve Minutes of Special Meeting Held July 7, 2025 
5. Approve May, June, and July 2025 Expenses in Amount of $6,385,363 
6. Accept Contract No. 5550 and Order Final Payment to Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless 

Corp., for Construction of District 20 Trunk Sewers Group 2 Rehabilitation (Project); 
Resulting in Total Contract Amount of $2,491,168.75 

7. Authorize Issuance of Purchase Order to MP Environmental Services, Inc., (MPE) in Amount 
of Approximately $1,059,916 for Digester Cleaning at Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant 
(WRP) for Two-Year Period  

There were 
present: 

Austin Bishop, Alternate Director from Palmdale  
Laura Bettencourt, Director from Palmdale 
Kathryn Barger, Chairperson, Director from Los Angeles County, via teleconference 

Absent: None 

Also present: Kimberly S. Christensen, Secretary to the Board 
Robert Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager 
Robert Kwong, District Counsel 

The Chairperson opened the meeting and welcomed Directors, staff, and the public; and lead the Pledge 
of Allegiance.  

The Chairperson announced this was the time for any 
questions or comments by members of the public. There 

were no public comments or questions to address to Board on any matters.  

A certificate from the City Clerk of the City of Palmdale 
was presented to the Secretary stating that at a meeting 
of the City Council held July 1, 2025, Ms. Laura 

Bettencourt was elected Mayor of the City of Palmdale, which is the designation of the presiding officer of the 
governing body of that city and automatically places Ms. Bettencourt on this Board. 

Upon motion of Director Bishop, duly seconded and unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, the 
certificate was accepted and ordered filed. 

Upon motion of Director Bishop, duly seconded and 
unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, the minutes of 

the special meeting held July 7, 2025, were approved. 

RE:  PUBLIC COMMENT 

RE:  DIRECTOR FROM 
CITY OF PALMDALE 

RE:  MINUTES 



 
District No. 20; Book 9; October 6, 2025; SM; Page 2 of 3 

The following expenses for the months of May, June, and 
July 2025, were presented and upon motion of Director 

Bishop, duly seconded and unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, were approved: 

Local District Expenses: 
 Operations & Maintenance $3,757,387 
 Capital  1,791,872 
 Legal  1,389 
    
Allocated Expenses: 
 Joint Administration    463,930 
 Technical Support  364,549 
 Legal           6,236 
Total Expenses  $6,385,363  
 

Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp. has completed 
the work in connection with Contract No. 5550 for 
construction of the District 20 Trunk Sewers Group 2 
Rehabilitation (Project) within the time allowed by the 
contract, and in accordance with its terms.  The Project 
consisted of the rehabilitation of approximately 14,395 

feet of 12-inch to 18-inch-diameter corroded concrete pipe and appurtenant structures. The work was located 
within the City of Palmdale. One change order for a non-compensable time extension was approved for this 
Project.  A recommendation was made to accept this work.  

 The Chief Engineer and General Manager advised that there are several segments of pipeline that were 
rehabilitated as part of this Project.  The rehabilitation method involves inserting a plastic liner within the 
existing pipes.   

In response to Director Bishop, he advised that closed caption television (CCTV) is used to identify 
areas of corrosion.  Some areas are more susceptible to corrosion depending on the amount of hydrogen sulfide 
gas present.  Staff monitors sewer condition between annually and every 5 years depending on condition.   

Director Bettencourt stated that Districts’ staff has done a great job and it’s so good for the community 
to stay on top of sewer rehabilitation.  

Upon motion of Director Bishop, duly seconded and unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, the work 
in connection with Contract No. 5550, entered into by Southwest Pipeline and Trenchless Corp., on 
October 10, 2023, for construction of the District 20 Trunk Sewers Group 2 Rehabilitation, was approved and 
accepted by this Board of Directors; the Chief Engineer and General Manager was directed to execute and record a 
Notice of Completion with respect to this work of improvement; and final payment of $2,491,168.75 was authorized 
in accordance with the terms of the contract. 

The increased presence of non-biodegradable materials, 
such as flushable wipes, has led to a significant 
accumulation of rags and grit within the digesters. These 
materials do not decompose during the digestion process 
and instead form dense rag balls that obstruct pumps, 
damage mechanical equipment, and extend the duration 

of digester cleaning operations.  Digester cleaning services are necessary to conduct regular cleaning for 
preventive maintenance and repairs. The Districts issued a Request for Proposals for digester cleaning services 
and received five proposals.  MP Environmental Services, Inc., (MPE) provided the most responsive proposal 
at the lowest costs for digester cleaning services at the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant (WRP). Per the 
contract specifications, up to three 1-year extensions may be granted after completion of the first two years of 
digester cleaning services.  Staff has determined that the activities described are not subject to the provisions of 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The activities described herein do not constitute a “Project” 
as that term is defined in California Public Resources Code Section 21065 and Title 14 of the California Code 
of Regulations (“CEQA Guidelines”) Section 15378. This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding 
Principles to protect financial and facility assets through prudent investment and maintenance programs; and 
commitment to operational excellence (protection of public health and the environment, regulatory compliance, 
and cost effectiveness). A recommendation was made to authorize the Chief Engineer and General Manager, in 
his capacity as Purchasing Agent, to issue a purchase order to MPE in the amount of approximately $1,059,916 
for digester cleaning at the Palmdale WRP for a two-year period. 

RE:  DISTRICT EXPENSES  

RE:  WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 
DISTRICT 20 TRUNK SEWERS GROUP 2 
REHABILITATION - SOUTHWEST PIPELINE 
AND TRENCHLESS CORP. - CONTRACT  
NO. 5550 - ACCEPTANCE OF THE WORK 

RE:  WASTEWATER MANAGEMENT 
DIGESTER CLEANING AT PALMDALE  
WATER RECLAMATION PLANT - AUTHORIZE 
ISSUANCE OF PURCHASE ORDER TO  
MP ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, INC. 



 
DOC 7619940 

District No. 20; Book 9; October 6, 2025; SM; Page 3 of 3 

In response to Director Bettencourt, the Chief Engineer and General Manager advised that the digester 
tanks need to be cleaned every 5-10 years. He stated that the cost proposal received for this project is a very 
good price.  Much of the material that must be removed is flushable wipes.  Sewer pipes and treatment facilities 
are not compatible with flushable wipes.  The three P’s are the only things to be flushed. Staff’s lobbying efforts 
and public awareness campaigns are a priority. The Districts can coordinate local outreach with the City, 
including at upcoming events such as the Poppy Festival.  

In response to Director Bishop, the Chief Engineer and General Manager stated that microbeads in the 
effluent are not an issue. 

Upon motion of Director Bettencourt, duly seconded and unanimously carried by a roll-call vote, the 
Purchasing Agent was authorized to issue a purchase order to MP Environmental Services, Inc., for digester 
cleaning at the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant for a two-year period, at a cost of approximately $1,059,916. 

The meeting was adjourned by the Chairperson. 

KATHRYN BARGER 
ATTEST: Chairperson  

KIMBERLY S. CHRISTENSEN 
Secretary 
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