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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT NO. 20 
HELD AT THE ANTELOPE VALLEY TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

April 10, 2025 
11:30 o’clock, A.M. 

The Board of Directors of County Sanitation District No. 20 of Los Angeles County met in regular session. 

There were 
present: 

Richard Loa, Director from Palmdale  
Austin Bishop, Alternate Director from Palmdale 

Absent: Kathryn Barger, Chairperson, Director from Los Angeles County 

Also present: Kimberly S. Christensen, Secretary to the Board 
Robert Ferrante, Chief Engineer and General Manager 
Robert Kwong, District Counsel 

Upon motion of Director Bishop, duly seconded and unanimously carried, Director Loa was elected 
Chairperson pro tem. 

During the District No. 14 meeting, Mr. Marvin Crist, City of Lancaster, called upon Director Loa to 
lead the Pledge of Allegiance. 

During the District No. 14 meeting, in accordance with the Brown Act, the Secretary made the 
announcement that in accordance with the disclosure requirements of Government Code Section 54952.3, each 
member of the Districts’ Boards of Directors meeting today is entitled to receive compensation in the amount of 
$125 for each meeting attended.   

The Chairperson pro tem announced this was the time for 
any questions or comments by members of the public. 

There were no public comments or questions to address to Board on any matters.  

Upon motion of Director Bishop, duly seconded and 
unanimously carried, the minutes of the regular meeting 

held March 13, 2025, were approved. 

The following expenses for the month of January 2025, 
were presented and upon motion of Director Bishop, duly 

seconded and unanimously carried, were approved: 

Local District Expenses: 
 Operations & Maintenance $1,266,012 
 Capital  1,150,916 
 Legal  690 
Allocated Expenses: 
 Joint Administration    108,099 
 Technical Support  108,251 
 Legal           2,243 
Total Expenses  $2,636,121  
 

The Chief Engineer and General Manager stated that,  in 
2006, the State Water Resources Control Board 
(SWRCB) adopted an order that established General 
Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) for all publicly 

owned or operated sanitary sewer systems having more than one mile of sewer within the State of California. 
The SSMP is a written document that details how a specific sewer collection system is operated, maintained, 
repaired, and funded. The WDRs require owners and operators of sewer collection systems to develop and 
implement an SSMP that is approved by the enrollee’s governing board at a public meeting. The Districts’ 
SSMP, which was approved by the Board in 2009, 2014, and 2019 under the 2006 WDRs, must now be updated 
and approved every six years under General Order No. 2022-0103-DWQ, adopted in 2022. Staff recommends 
that the Board approve the attached SSMP. This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding Principles to 
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provide reliable and responsible services with safety first; and commitment to operational excellence (protection 
of public health and the environment, regulatory compliance, and cost effectiveness). A recommendation was 
made to approve the 2025 SSMP update. 

In response to Director Bishop, the Chief Engineer and General Manager advised that there have not 
been any sewer spills in recent years, but that the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant more recently dealt with 
the impacts of Hurricane Hilary, which occurred in August 2023, where storm inflows to the sewers 
overwhelmed process areas and caused flooding damage within the plant. 

Upon motion of Director Bishop, duly seconded and unanimously carried, the Board approved the 2025 
Sewer System Management Plant update. 

Upon motion of Director Loa, duly seconded and 
unanimously carried, the Boards met in Joint Session to 
discuss the potential delivery of recycled water to the 
Antelope Valley Country Club (Country Club). 

Based on direction provided by the Boards in March 2025, staff provided an update on the initial analysis 
of the potential delivery of recycled water to the Country Cub.  This item is consistent with the Districts’ Guiding 
Principle to maximize use of our assets and resources (recycled water, recyclables, and energy).  

The Chief Engineer and General Manager introduced Mr. Ray Tremblay, Department Head of Facilities 
Planning, to give a slide presentation on the potential delivery of recycled water to the Country Club. He advised 
that although water flows generally north in the Valley, the Country Club is located Northwest of and 80 feet 
higher than the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant (WRP). Thus, a pumping plant would need to be added to 
pump the water uphill to the Country Club.  

He stated that a previous Los Angeles County recycled water planning document indicated the Country 
Club is in the Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40 and has a need for 525 acre-feet per year. 

Chairperson pro tem Crist, District No. 14, advised that the Country Club is currently utilizing 
groundwater rights from the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water (AVEK) and Gary Van Dam. 

Mr. Tremblay acknowledged the information and reminded the Board that the Districts are not a water 
provider and must work with a water agency to provide recycled water to customers. State duplication of service 
laws prevent the Districts from unilaterally serving customers within the service area of a provider.  Provision 
of recycled water would also require a recycled water delivery system operator and recycled water permittee. 
He also reminded the Board that the City of Palmdale and the Palmdale Water District had previously litigated 
over the City providing recycled water service within Palmdale Water District’s service area.   

Showing a slide, he advised that the potential recycled water partners could include the Los Angeles 
County Waterworks District No. 40, City of Palmdale, Palmdale Water District, or the Palmdale Recycled Water 
Authority.   

Showing a slide, he reviewed a high-level cost estimate for the project.  He stated that to build a pump 
station and 4-mile pipe, it would cost $10 to 15 million dollars and on-site retrofit to a purple pipe irrigation 
system would cost an additional $500,000.  In total, the amortized cost of capital would be $1,500/acre-foot of 
recycled water provided.  Additional operational costs for water purchases and conveyance would add $300/acre-
foot and $200/acre-foot, respectively.  The grand total for the cost of recycled water would be approximately 
$2,000/acre-foot. 

He showed a slide and offered a few alternative options that could reduce the costs. The City of Lancaster 
has a recycled water distribution system from the Lancaster WRP to the Country Club.  There is an existing City 
of Lancaster pump station that would need upgrades to supply the Country Club. The City of Lancaster and the 
Los Angeles County Waterworks District No. 40 coordinate on a regional project with the City of Palmdale to 
serve other users to spread out the costs over more recycled water service. 

He advised that the City of Lancaster’s recycled water system may not be a suitable source of supply 
without modifications.  Lancaster’s system suffers from water quality issues.  They are still using a temporary 
connection to the Sanitation District No. 14’s agricultural reuse line.  This line contains stored recycled water 
from our storage reservoirs that contains algae and duck feathers which makes it unsuitable for some municipal 
reuse.  Eventually, the City of Lancaster will need to connect to the Lancaster WRP directly to take high-quality 
tertiary-treated recycled water directly 
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Chairperson pro tem Crist stated that this project would not be cost effective.  He stated his support for 
considering an alternate recycled water project involving a pipeline along 50th Street East to serve farms in the 
area in exchange for their groundwater rights. The Chief Engineer and General Manager stated that trading 
groundwater for recycled water is smart. Mr. Tremblay acknowledged this project had been discussed in the past 
among the water agencies.   

Chairperson pro tem Crist stated it is the City of Lancaster’s intent to use the recycled water from the 
Lancaster Water Reclamation Plant for solar hydrogen projects.  He further expressed his support for State 
Project to improve delta conveyance.   

Director Bishop stated it’s essential to maximize the use of our resources.   

The Chief Engineer and General Manager gave an update 
on the Proposition 218 process.  He stated that 10 public 
calls have been received so far.  Eight calls have been 

regarding the rebate program and two calls have been protests.  There has been one informational meeting held 
at the Palmdale Water Reclamation Plant and six people attended.  Staff will continue to reach out to business 
groups. 

Director Bishop stated that Boulder Mobile Homes contacted him regarding the rebate program and 
asked for information. The Chief Engineer and General Manager stated that he would follow up with that 
requested information. 

The meeting was adjourned by the Chairperson. 

RICHARD LOA 
ATTEST: Chairperson pro tem 

KIMBERLY S. CHRISTENSEN 
Secretary 
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